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Finland and especially Helsinki has a very strong cloud
native community. The Helsinki Kubernetes Meetup
started already 7 years ago and brings together cloud
native practitioners and contributors from startups to
banks and even the national television of Finland. Turku
and Tampere also have Kubernetes Meetups and the
three cities are working together. KCD Helsinki is a
natural step forward for the Finnish cloud native
community and puts Finland to the map of KCDs. Tickets
were sold out, speaker slots overfilled and sponsor spots
gone way before the event. This shows that the event
was needed for Helsinki and was a great start of a longer
journey.

FOREWORD

KCD Helsinki kicks off the
inaugural event strong



S P E A K E R S  &  S E S S I O N S

A mix of local and international speakers provided a
diverse selection of topics on different levels for the
300+ participants.  

Speakers Breakout Sessions
41 30

Local
Speakers

Female
Speakers

Male
Speakers

63.2% 356Svitlana Chaplinska and
 Juho Syrjänen
Metacore
Engineers



WATCH KEYNOTEWATCH SESSION WATCH SESSION

P O P U L A R  S E S S I O N S

Heikki Hellgren – OP 
Matti Pisilä - OP

Kai Zhang, Nokia Daniel Krook, CNCF

Seamless Backstage
Onboarding:
Leveraging
Engineering Data for an
Effortless Software
Catalog

Building Managed
Bare Metal
Kubernetes Service
At Scale With 100% 

The Next Decade of
Cloud Native
Celebrating 10
Years of Cloud
Native Computing

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U6UhYuZxwxk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U6UhYuZxwxk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NGQ4_Ct2c8I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TJThJT9Domk
https://sessionize.com/view/kn28rz7f/GridSmart?format=Embed_Styled_Html&title=KCD%20Helsinki%202025


WATCH SESSION WATCH SESSION WATCH SESSION

P O P U L A R  S E S S I O N S

Svitlana Chaplinska - Metacore
Juho Syrjänen – Metacore  

Jarno Virtanen, YLE Abdel Sghiouar - Google Cloud

Secure by Design:
Golden Paths for
Internal Developer
Platforms ✨ in
Gaming ✨ 🎮🔒

Situation: None of
Your Applications
Can Start New
Pods, Now What

Introduction to
Distributed ML
Workloads with
Ray on Kubernetes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WzzRSi32jUY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QIxUyrwyf6U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OW4blpLsArM


K C D  H E L S I N K I  O N  L I N K E D I N

The community energy was inspiring.
Whether you're a seasoned contributor or
just Kubernetes-curious, one thing was
clear: cloud-native is here to stay—and the
best way forward is together. 🙌

Jan Melen
Ericsson / CNCF
Governing Board
Member

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/jan-melen-07a45457_kcdhelsinki-kubernetes-cloudnative-activity-7325832074437791745-sDwo?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAARoAT0BTnhQ0i2_Yn_4OSfLBNGR1FDIEP8
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/jan-melen-07a45457_kcdhelsinki-kubernetes-cloudnative-activity-7325832074437791745-sDwo?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAARoAT0BTnhQ0i2_Yn_4OSfLBNGR1FDIEP8
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/jan-melen-07a45457_kcdhelsinki-kubernetes-cloudnative-activity-7325832074437791745-sDwo?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAARoAT0BTnhQ0i2_Yn_4OSfLBNGR1FDIEP8
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/jan-melen-07a45457_kcdhelsinki-kubernetes-cloudnative-activity-7325832074437791745-sDwo?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAARoAT0BTnhQ0i2_Yn_4OSfLBNGR1FDIEP8
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/jan-melen-07a45457_kcdhelsinki-kubernetes-cloudnative-activity-7325832074437791745-sDwo?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAARoAT0BTnhQ0i2_Yn_4OSfLBNGR1FDIEP8
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jan-melen-07a45457?miniProfileUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afsd_profile%3AACoAAAv9kF4BLOe5AaQmz7shyLUyVkUNmLxvfZw


K C D  H E L S I N K I  O N  L I N K E D I N

 ...a special shout‑out to the KCD Helsinki
organizers team for a flawlessly run event.
Your dedication created the perfect
environment for learning and connection.
🙌

Hari Charan
AWS

Attending KCD Helsinki 2025
today and it’s inspiring to see
the Kubernetes and cloud
native community come
together to share ideas, real-
world experiences, and the
latest innovations.

Ikram Ul Haq
Nokia

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/haricharanayada_kcdhelsinki-kubernetes-cloudnative-activity-7325645882702352384-Etm5?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAARoAT0BTnhQ0i2_Yn_4OSfLBNGR1FDIEP8
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/haricharanayada_kcdhelsinki-kubernetes-cloudnative-activity-7325645882702352384-Etm5?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAARoAT0BTnhQ0i2_Yn_4OSfLBNGR1FDIEP8
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/haricharanayada_kcdhelsinki-kubernetes-cloudnative-activity-7325645882702352384-Etm5?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAARoAT0BTnhQ0i2_Yn_4OSfLBNGR1FDIEP8
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/haricharanayada_kcdhelsinki-kubernetes-cloudnative-activity-7325645882702352384-Etm5?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAARoAT0BTnhQ0i2_Yn_4OSfLBNGR1FDIEP8
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/haricharanayada_kcdhelsinki-kubernetes-cloudnative-activity-7325645882702352384-Etm5?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAARoAT0BTnhQ0i2_Yn_4OSfLBNGR1FDIEP8
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/haricharanayada_kcdhelsinki-kubernetes-cloudnative-activity-7325645882702352384-Etm5?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAARoAT0BTnhQ0i2_Yn_4OSfLBNGR1FDIEP8
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ulhaqi12_kcdhelsinki-kubernetes-cloudnative-activity-7325425338316926976-iFfd?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAARoAT0BTnhQ0i2_Yn_4OSfLBNGR1FDIEP8
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ulhaqi12_kcdhelsinki-kubernetes-cloudnative-activity-7325425338316926976-iFfd?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAARoAT0BTnhQ0i2_Yn_4OSfLBNGR1FDIEP8
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ulhaqi12_kcdhelsinki-kubernetes-cloudnative-activity-7325425338316926976-iFfd?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAARoAT0BTnhQ0i2_Yn_4OSfLBNGR1FDIEP8
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ulhaqi12_kcdhelsinki-kubernetes-cloudnative-activity-7325425338316926976-iFfd?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAARoAT0BTnhQ0i2_Yn_4OSfLBNGR1FDIEP8
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ulhaqi12_kcdhelsinki-kubernetes-cloudnative-activity-7325425338316926976-iFfd?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAARoAT0BTnhQ0i2_Yn_4OSfLBNGR1FDIEP8
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ulhaqi12_kcdhelsinki-kubernetes-cloudnative-activity-7325425338316926976-iFfd?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAARoAT0BTnhQ0i2_Yn_4OSfLBNGR1FDIEP8
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ulhaqi12_kcdhelsinki-kubernetes-cloudnative-activity-7325425338316926976-iFfd?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAARoAT0BTnhQ0i2_Yn_4OSfLBNGR1FDIEP8
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ulhaqi12_kcdhelsinki-kubernetes-cloudnative-activity-7325425338316926976-iFfd?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAARoAT0BTnhQ0i2_Yn_4OSfLBNGR1FDIEP8


P H O T O  H I G H L I G H T S



P H O T O  H I G H L I G H T S



T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  S P O N S O R S

I N  C O O P E R A T I O N  W I T H  



T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  S P O N S O R S

DIAMOND



T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  S P O N S O R S

GOLD



T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  S P O N S O R S

C O M M U N I T Y  P A R T N E R S
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STAT IST ICS

We reached a 279 checked in participants on the
first ever KCD organized in Helsinki. We will try to
grow even bigger next year!

Ticket sold out weeks before the
event, showing the level of demand
for a bigger scale cloud native
conference in Helsinki.

PARTICIPANTS

279

YEAR TO YEAR
GROWTH



A T T E N D E E  D E M O G R A P H I C S

87% 2% 2%

2%2% 3%
Rest of EU



No
78.8%

No Answer
15.5%

Yes
5.7%

A T T E N D E E  D E M O G R A P H I C S

G E N D E R D O  Y O U  I D E N T I F Y  A S  A  P E R S O N  O F  C O L O U R ?

Male

Female

Prefer not to say

80.5%

9.9%

0.3%

9.2%

Non-Binary/Other



A T T E N D E E  D E M O G R A P H I C S

I  P R I M A R I L Y  C O N S I D E R  M Y S E L F  A S :

DevOps/SRE/
SysAdmin Sales/MarketingDeveloper Architect

37.5% 3%25.7% 15.8%

Other Executive Student Product Manager

4.3% 3.3% 3.6% 3.6%

IT Operations Business Operations

2.3% 1%
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A T T E N D E E  D E M O G R A P H I C S

Most of the participants were from
the IT industry due to the thriving
startup culture in Finland and the
very strong education in the field.
There were strong participation from
the financials due to venue of the
event and from the
telecommunications industry as both
Ericsson and Nokia has cloud
development sites in the area.

O R G A N I Z A T I O N S
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RESULTS W H A T  A T T E N D E E S  S A I D

The inaugural KCD
Helsinki 2025 happened
last week, and it was a
blast! ”

EVENT RATING
from 38 responses

from 38 responses

6 (15.8%)

TALKS RATING
17 (44.7%)

13 (34.2%)

15 (39.5%)

24 (63.2%)

1 (2.6%)

“

OVERALL SATISFACTION SCORE

https://www.linkedin.com/company/kcd-helsinki/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/kcd-helsinki/


kcd-helsinki

We had great
conversations with
attendees and really
enjoyed the talks.“ 

“
CONTACT

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A SPONSOR?

LET'S GET SOCIAL

By becoming a sponsor, you will have the opportunity to connect with
a diverse audience of industry professionals, showcase your brand,
and contribute to the growth and success of our community. 

Contact us for more information on sponsorship packages and how
to be a part of our exciting journey!

Gergely Csatari

COMMUNITY ORGANIZED CNCF SUPPORTED

Lead Organizer
KCD Helsinki

EMAIL
gergely@cloudnativefinland.org

KCD Helsinki 2025 Gold sponsor

https://www.linkedin.com/company/kcd-helsinki/

