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This report assesses the state of the Helm project 
and how CNCF has impacted its progress and 
growth. Without access to a multiverse to play 
out alternative scenarios, it is impossible to 
sort out causation. However, we can document 
correlations. This report is part of a series of 
project journey reports published by CNCF 
focused on graduated projects.

 

Helm is an open source package manager for Kubernetes. 
It provides the ability to provide, share, and use software 
built for Kubernetes. Helm was created in 2015 at Deis, 
which was later acquired by Microsoft. What is now known 
as Helm Classic was introduced at the inaugural KubeCon 
that November. In January 2016, Helm Classic was merged 
with Google’s Deployment Manager for Kubernetes into the 
repository that is now the main Helm project. The project 
currently has more than 30,000 GitHub stars and receives 
more than 2 million downloads a month from across the 
globe. In April 2020, Helm hit graduated status within CNCF, 
joining the ranks of Fluentd, containerd, and others.

A basic premise behind CNCF conferences (including KubeCon + CloudNativeCon and Helm Summit), and open source 
in general, is that most interactions are positive-sum. There is no fixed amount of investment, mindshare, or development 
contributions allocated to specific projects. Just as open source development is based on the idea that, collectively, 
we are smarter together than any one of us alone, open source foundations work to make the entire community better. 
Equally important, a neutral home for a project and community fosters this type of positive-sum thinking, and drives 
growth and diversity that we believe are core elements of a successful open source project. 

Helm’s first commit was made on October 19, 2015. 
Between joining CNCF on June 1, 2018, and today, 
Helm has added:

From its roots at Deis (and Microsoft), the Helm project has grown to incorporate meaningful code contributions from 
more than 1,600 organizations. High-velocity open source projects like Helm garner wide adoption and contribution 
from both vendor and end user communities. As such, Helm code contributions come from a wide range of 
companies, fostering user-driven innovation.

Contributors to Helm include many of the world’s largest tech companies, such as Google, Microsoft, Samsung SDS, 
VMware, and IBM, as well as fast-growing mid-size companies like Datadog. Contributions also come from dozens 
of small businesses and startups, such as codecentric AG. The diversity of vendor contributors is also expanding; 
Bitnami (now owned by VMware) has grown to become the third-largest contributor to Helm since project inception. 
Contributing organizations to Helm are well-distributed between vendors and end users, demonstrating that end-user 
innovation can foster and sustain fast-growing, successful projects.

*Note: These statistics were collected with the DevStats tool, which CNCF built in collaboration with CNCF project communities. 
“Contributor” is defined as somebody who made a review, comment, commit, or created a PR or issue.
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https://www.cncf.io/announcement/2020/04/30/cloud-native-computing-foundation-announces-helm-graduation/
https://www.cncf.io/community/kubecon-cloudnativecon-events/
https://events19.linuxfoundation.org/events/helm-summit-2019/
https://github.com/helm/helm-classic/commit/ecad6e2ef9523a0218864ec552bbfc724f0b9d3d
https://www.cncf.io/blog/2018/06/01/cncf-to-host-helm/
https://helm.devstats.cncf.io/d/8/dashboards?orgId=1&refresh=15m
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By the Numbers

The top two contributing companies to Helm as of the end of the December 2019 reporting period were Microsoft and 
codecentric AG, with 17% and 6% of contributions, respectively. Microsoft and Google provided the majority of initial 
code contributions to the project over the first two years, but the Helm project has diversified to include many addition-
al companies. The total number of companies contributing code has increased by 41% since Helm joined CNCF, from 
930 to 1,314. As Microsoft’s percentage of all contributions has decreased, the company has continued to contribute 
a high volume of code even as codecentric AG, Bitnami, and Samsung SDS have dramatically expanded their contribu-
tions. This indicates a healthy dynamic in which the project originators continue to contribute high volumes of code but 
encourage other organizations to contribute a greater percentage of code over time, sharing stewardship and growing 
the community. Another key project health indicator is the number of contributors. Helm has enjoyed 216% expansion 
of individual contributors over the two years since the project joined CNCF. During the three years before joining CNCF, 
Helm accumulated 3,642 contributors. In the two years since, Helm has added 11,514 contributors.

Cumulative growth of contributions by company since Helm project launch (Q1 2015-Q1 2020)

Percentage breakdown of contributions by company since Helm project launch (Q1 2015-Q1 2020)

Helm contributions  
by company  
(cumulative)

Percentage of  
Helm code  

contributions  
by company

2016-01-01 33.6089780.708800 0 46.78086 0 0 0 0 0.118133 0 11.75428234 0 0 0 0
2016-04-01 31.4856421.622971 0 46.59176 0 0 0 0 1.498127 0 14.556804 0 0 0 0
2016-07-01 39.4870174.069031 0 34.990500.09499683344 0 0 0 1.092463 0 16.08613046 0 0 0 0
2016-10-01 38.9698405.873715 0 29.89946 0.1468428781 0 0 0 1.694340 0 16.32215068 0 0 0 0
2017-01-01 39.2961658.899227 0.03751782096 23.65873 0.1725819764 0.0075030.1200 0 1.290613 0 13.72401891 0 0 0.0600285 0
2017-04-01 36.10091711.88583 0.2854230377 18.28236 0.1630988787 0.0305810.56574 0 1.156982 0 10.27522936 0 0.5912334350.04077470.5861
2017-07-01 33.99606812.40172 1.576201996 14.63940 0.1587541578 0.1209550.89204 0 1.043241 0 7.620199577 0 1.0016631390.09827631.8483
2017-10-01 28.67788311.61436 4.558421145 12.59824 0.2212260581 0.1717411.8018 0 0.943121 0 5.868312278 0.0203763.1233626360.13681082.1627
2018-01-01 26.64653410.57904 7.324321733 11.51136 1.840667242 0.2708271.7304 0.007190101.020995 0 4.83175151 0.0407432.7633975650.17256252.2097
2018-04-01 24.06048110.17228 9.398056764 9.606945 2.661888427 0.2874601.5484 0.007665620.940955 0 3.863475211 0.1743922.2517774670.24530001.9815
2018-07-01 21.75711010.31979 10.77595732 8.097357 2.53811914 0.2572841.3400 0.112068690.879186 0.02683334 3.182119519 0.1704701.8672854120.28253931.6320
2018-10-01 20.49577410.18801 10.17149778 7.209513 2.737633165 0.2560071.2814 1.471357390.796927 0.74324882 2.774795607 0.3041811.6282654770.28628841.4231
2019-01-01 18.95183610.14639 9.50365386 6.545594 2.789233775 0.2351491.2625 2.023490820.741625 1.11665822 2.431083134 0.4787401.4313966670.35212111.2517
2019-04-01 18.20467910.05040 8.777123455 5.866624 2.706774895 0.2429831.3836 2.088174431.105628 1.65207703 2.139105523 0.7236451.2605443260.39896011.1066
2019-07-01 17.1012509.140372 7.978763461 5.251713 2.834362527 1.0420581.6049 2.119888541.656751 1.90808795 1.897733263 0.8989751.1211311090.52903080.9818
2019-10-01 16.8622768.318893 7.275831164 4.792795 2.824463318 2.0314961.9009 2.028082451.824932 1.81725065 1.720797234 0.9722161.0174555080.59152400.8902
2020-01-01 17.3389757.557916 6.599665762 4.361191 2.75976266 2.6110422.1372 2.1480152 1.770847 1.68805482 1.54546709 0.9183870.9137880800.65007740.7995
2020-04-01 17.1654257.138639 6.330016273 4.112962 2.934230044 3.0285572.4561 2.167369921.757657 1.61220639 1.451633808 0.8784680.8676680250.74237820.7510
2020-07-01 17.4006426.960257 6.18954698 4.016396 3.096879255 2.9789562.5585 2.130332851.780775 1.59406454 1.415074474 0.8633630.8472196870.77071020.7328
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GEOGRAPHIC DIVERSITY OF CONTRIBUTORS

Contributors to Helm have come from 
more than two dozen countries spread 
across five continents. The geographic 
diversity of contributions expanded 
quickly from 4 countries in the first year 
of the project to 11 during the second 
year. The chart shows the percentage of 
contributors over time, broken down by 
country (based on self-reported location 
on GitHub). 

Change in number of monthly contributors by country as a percentage 
of total (Q1 2015-Q1 2020)

Cumulative growth in contributors by quarter (Q1 2015-Q1 2020)Cumulative number of companies contributing by quarter (Q1 2015-Q1 2020)

Total number of companies contributing Helm code Number of contributors to Helm project

Change in number of contributors by country (Q1 2015-Q1 2020)

Map of project contributors by country since project launch (Q1 2015-Q1 2020)

Percentage contributors to Helm by country

Diversity  Across Company Size and Type (End User, Vendor, Foundation)  
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DEVELOPMENT VELOCITY

Growth of community participation in education, 
events, and sponsorship is a reliable proxy for the 
health of a project.

The Helm project actively participates in KubeCon 
+ CloudNativeCon North America, China, and 
Europe through a variety of presentations and 
talks from community leaders. In 2019, the project 
hosted 46 presentations across all CNCF flagship 
events.

Growth of Helm pull requests, code commits, issues, and authors over time  
(Q1 2015-Q1 2020)

Among the top projects in terms of 
velocity, Helm is flourishing. One way 
we track developer velocity is with the 
following formula: velocity = commits 
+ PRs + issues+ authors. We also look 
at the growth of PRs, code commits, 
and issues filed as separate line charts. 
A third way to examine velocity is by 
looking at the cumulative number of 
contributors over time. The charts below 
illustrate sharply rising velocity for Helm.

Monthly velocity of Helm

Helm commits, PRs, and issues Number of contributors to Helm project

Cumulative growth of Helm contributors over time (Q1 2015-Q1 2020)

EDUCATION,  EVENTS,  AND SPONSORSHIP
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Growth in monthly pageviews from November 2015 to April 2020

Continuous additions to and improvements of project documentation are essential for the growth of any open source 
project. Robust documentation is critical to educating new users and to helping existing users resolve problems and 
understand a project’s capabilities. Helm documentation has significantly increased over the years. Since Helm joined,  
the number of authors and companies committing documentation to Helm has grown by 189% and 93%, respectively. 
As of this report, 2,318 authors have committed, and  861 companies are involved in committing documentation. The 
number of documentation commits has increased by 183% since Helm joined CNCF (as of June 2018).

*Documentation for Helm is collected in .md files. CNCF uses the DevStats tool to automatically collect and count statistics of all relevant .md 
files in the Helm repositories in GitHub.

Website and Social Media

PROJECT DOCUMENTATION*

MARKETING GROWTH AND PROGRAMS

Growth in participation in Helm project documentation (Q1 
2015-Q1 2020)

Cumulative growth of Helm project documentation com-
mits (Q1 2015-Q1 2020)

Helm documentation committers Documentation commits

When Helm joined CNCF in November 2015, the foundation started promotional efforts to help sustain, nurture, and 
expand the Helm community. This includes blog posts, email newsletter mentions, and social media support. Thanks in 
part to these marketing efforts, public awareness of and interest in Helm has grown quickly. Google Analytics data for 
Helm shows an increase in pageviews since the project was contributed to CNCF, totaling more than 6.5M to date.
 
The project has over 18.5k followers on Twitter, having increased its following since joining CNCF. 
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CONCLUSION

CNCF is committed to fostering and sustaining an ecosystem of open source, vendor-neutral projects by 
democratizing state-of-the-art software development and deployment patterns to make technology acces-
sible for everyone. We hope this report provides a useful portrait of how CNCF is fostering and sustaining 
the growth of Helm.
 
To learn more about the Helm project, we invite you to attend their CNCF project webinar on June 12 at 
10:00 am PT.

“Throughout my time at Condé Nast and American Express, Helm has swiftly become the de facto package man-
ager to Kubernetes,” said Katie Gamanji, CNCF TOC member and cloud platform engineer at American Express. 
“It is a highly customizable tool, and it abstracts the application deployment to a simple configuration file. I am 
excited to see Helm as a graduated CNCF project this year, as it is a mechanism that sustains open collabora-
tion and closes the gap between the application and infrastructure teams.”

“Helm has empowered our developer teams to leverage our on-premise multi-tenant Kubernetes installation in 
a big way,” said Nick Shine, technology engineer at State Farm. “With the power of Helm and a GitLab CI Runner 
Helm Chart, developers were able to take control of and manage their own CI/CD infrastructure in a single com-
mand without the overhead and redundancy of every team becoming experts in Kubernetes. Our internal Helm 
Chart Repository has grown from just a few charts, customized to comply with our security policies, to almost 
40, providing developer teams with a wider range of tools, databases, and language choices than ever before.”

“Helm is a fantastic tool for Kubernetes application deployment,” said Liying Zhang, product manager, JD Retail. 
“We recently started to use Helm for deploying our ChubaoFS cluster on JD’s Kubernetes platform, where it has 
helped to reduce the deployment time from several hours to a few minutes. In addition to ChubaoFS, we also 
use Helm to manage many other charts including ectd, Grafana, MySQL, Zookeeper, etc. I’m thrilled to see this 
project to increase activity and benefit more users.”

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/4215901632120/WN_J3MCoO6cR1i95BoX53s7YA

